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seek a crossing at Bergfried, which would bring him out
on the left rear of the Eussian army. Davout, who had
been attacked as he was on the way from Oertelsburg to
Wartenburg, received orders to turn towards Spiegelberg
and join Soult's right. Guyot's light cavalry, of Soult's
corps, was directed on Guttstadt; Gudin's division, on the
inarch from Prasznitz, was ordered to Oertelsburg by
Mensguth.

ACTION OF BERGFRIED,  3RD  FEBRUARY.

For the protection of the bridge over the Alle at
Bergfried, Bennigsen had posted the 14th division (Kamen-
skoi) and 3 Prussian batteries. Four battalions undertook
the defence of the defile, whilst the rest remained in reserve.
One battalion held the village of Bergfried, on the right
bank.* The Prussian guns, on the heights of the left bank,
commanded the approaches to the bridge and flanked the
village, but the left bank above and below Bergfried, and the
heights behind, do not appear to have been occupied by
Russian infantry, so that the defence was confined to the
defile itself.

It was 3 p.m.f when the head of Leval's division appeared
before Bergfried, Two batteries were brought into action
against the Prussian guns, a third enfiladed the defile from
the heights to the left of Bergfried. The 24th Light Infantry
was directed to the attack of the village and bridge, whilst
Vivier, with the 4th of the Line and a battalion of the 28th,
attempted to cross the Alle below Bergfried.J

The frontal attack on Bergfried was repulsed by the

* Soult (Arch. Hist.) says the Bergfried position was defended by 8000 men,
who were later reinforced by a second division of equal strength. This seems
excessive.

t Sunset about 4.40 on this date.

t Dumas (xvii. 346) says Vrvier was to /ordJ('* passer &gue*M) the river,
Wilson (p. 89} says: " The Alle was long frozen, but impassable on account of
the snow that rested on its bed,1* What Vivier had to ford was not water, but
soft, deep snow.